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NCZ
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RETAINING WALL BELOW THE POOL

a retaining wall or similar structure forms part of the
pool barrier below the pool does

• have an effective height of at least or at  least
1200 mm with a surface that is resistant to climbing
including a 900 mm non-climbable zone; and

• slope towards the pool by not more than 15
degrees to the vertical?
(Refer to diagrams) Finished ground level

RETAINING WALL BELOW THE POOL
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Are changes of level, such as steps, retaining
walls or objects that would reduce the effective
height of the barrier, more than 500 mm from
the barrier? (Refer to diagram)
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Do intersecting internal barriers where the
top rail has a width greater than 50 mm have
a height of not less than 1800 mm extending
at least 900 mm from the intersection?
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Is the glass used in barriers visible, strong and safe?
(Note: glass used in barriers must meet the glass safety
standards of AS 1288 for glass used in buildings).

Do any footholds or handholds such as top and bottom pivot
style hinges on glass gates, prevent climbing to restrict access
to the pool area by young children?

QUESTIONS YES NO DIAGRAM



STEP 1 – BARRIER 
               .

• f you do not  one of the barrier types listed, obtain a buildin  permit to install a barrier that meets the current ents.  your local council or an appropriately  buildin
practitioner  you may search for one at 

STEP 2 – BARRIERS (INCLUDING ASSOCIATED GATES)
        

• They cannot be used as a climbing device for young children to access the pool area; and

• No surfaces close to the fence can be used as a climbing platform; and

• Young children cannot climb under the fence to access the pool area.

• nstall a barrier to at least 00 mm 

• Reduce  at the bottom of the fence to no  than 100 mm.

• Re  all climbable objects . . furniture, toys, pot plants,  from the clear space inside and outside of the barrier and near boundary fences.

• R  or  any potential footholds or handholds to meet the spacin  dimension  to restrict  children from  the pool area.

• xtend the  of any intersec  internal barriers to meet the dimension 

• Replace or install mesh with holes not  than  mm or, if  than  mm, must be less than 100 mm 

• nstall mesh at least 00 mm 

• nstall or repair strainer wires or rails at the top and bottom of the barrier.

• Replace or  fenc  so the ical and  rails, rods, wires or  meet the spacin  dimension 

STEP 3 – GATES AND FITTINGS
                         .

• n eplace any s that do not wards, away from the pool.

• Repair, replace or adjust any self  se ch es that do not re e to the closed position.

• Replace any self ices that can be adjusted without the use of tools.

• Raise the he  replace any  self ice s that are  oun

• Raise the h t or replace any  latch  ices so they meet the h t re uirements.

• nstall a shield to pre ent in ertent open om the outside of the barrier.

• Replace or adjust hin s so they do not protrude more than 10 mm or create an openin tween th  of more than 10 mm.

STEP 4 – WINDOWS
               .

• R  windows not at least 1 00 mm ab  the pool  or

• nstall, repair or replace any bars or metal screens ensurin  maximum open  of 100 mm  and repair, replace or adjust any fasteners so bars or screens can 
only be rem d with a  or

• Repair, replace or adjust fasteners to ensure the window can only be opened to a maximum of 100 mm.
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

HELPFUL TIPS 

If you answered ‘NO’ to any of the questions, here are some pointers to help you improve the safety of your pool or spa barrier. However, you 

should seek professional advice if you are unsure how to make your barrier safe and whether a building permit or other approvals are required.



HELPFUL TIPS 

STEP 5 – DOORSETS (FOR INDOOR POOLS ONLY)
                       . 

                

•                    

•           

•                 

•                    .

STEP 6 – ABOVE GROUND POOLS
                       

•     . .            

•                               

•                      

STEP 7 – STRENGTH AND RIGIDITY OF FENCING COMPONENTS
                  

•                

STEP 8 – RETAINING WALLS
               

•                       

STEP 9 – FURTHER BARRIER REQUIREMENTS

•                  

•                 

•                  


